New Puppy Tips/Tricks
Housebreaking Tips/Tricks
· The keys to house breaking are consistency and praise.  Choose a word, such as “potty” and use only this word.  First thing in the morning, before your pups feet even touch the floor, take him outside and tell him to “potty.”  Do not play with him until he goes, and just keep repeating one word, ie “potty.”  When he does go potty “Praise him like he won the lotto”  Give lots of GOOD BOY!!!  GOOD POTTY!!!  YahhH!!  Happy dance, lots of good pats and even a belly rub if you want.  The key is for him to know that you are VERY happy he potty’d outside.  Take him out to potty after every meal and after every play session.  Take him to the SAME place in the yard and say the SAME word and then PRAISE when he does good.  Puppies can hold their bladder about 1 hour for each month of age. So if your puppy is 4 months old, he can hold his bladder for about 4 hours.  When your puppy has an accident, which he inevitably will, do NOT yell at him or “hit” him.  IF you catch him in the act simple say NO in a loud voice, pick him up immediately and take him out to the place outside you have designated for “potty”  Tell him to potty and praise him when he does.  Make sure to clean up his accident well, so the smell does not remain (Natures Miracle helps with this).  It is best not to have your puppy watch you clean it up if possible.  After a few times of being “caught” in the house and being praised for pottying in the correct place, you should be pretty good.  Accidents will happen, so have the paper towel & Natures Miracle ready.  
· My puppies will be used to potty’ing in one area and going outside, but will need additional housebreaking training.  Again, the keys are consistency & praise.  If you cannot watch your puppy, then put him in the crate so accidents will not happen.  Dogs do not like to soil where they sleep, so make sure the crate only has enough room for him to sleep comfortably.  If there is too much room (while house breaking) he will potty in one area and sleep in another.  Using a divider in a large crate can help this process.  Once your puppy is house broke you can give him more space and bedding.  Just be sure to inspect the bedding for tears or lose material, so there is no choking hazard. 
· If your puppy cries during the night, get up and take him out to potty (same place as usual and same word).  Do not play with your puppy at this time, make sure he knows that this is strictly business and that crying in the middle of the night is not to be used to get you up for play time.  When he potty’s, praise him and put him back in his crate.  If he begins to cry again, tell him NO or BED.  He should eventually learn to go back to sleep after these potty breaks.  You can expect him to need to get up at least once during the night until he is about 6 months old and can hold his bladder through the night. Puppies can hold their bladders longer if they are sleeping undisturbed. Keeping a radio on for background noise will help keep the puppy from hearing distractions and waking up in the middle of the night.  Make sure you let him go potty right before bed time.  
Feeding

· Feed your puppy in a clean stainless steel bowl.  I feed my dogs in their crates, but you can feed your puppy wherever you like.  Feeding them in the crate ensures that no one else eats their food and that they do not wander off and have an accident after eating of you are not paying attention.  FOR ADULTS: Feed 1 cup of Canidae ALL LIFE STAGES (ALS) in the morning and 1 cup in the evening.  As young puppies, ½ - ¾ cup at each feeding is plenty and you may space the meals out to 3 times a day, slowly working up to 2-3 cups of food 2 times a day.  I recommend keeping your puppy on Canidae for his lifetime, this is a high quality food that does well for bulldogs.
· If your puppy doesn’t want to eat, you can soak his kibble in water for an hour before feeding it to him.    
· I do not recommend feeding a canned diet, it is high in fat & sodium and is not good for their teeth.  An occasional treat of canned is fine, mixed with kibble.  
In General

· Always give your puppy a cookie or treat when putting him in his crate.  The crate should be a happy place, toys are fine, as long as they are safe for unsupervised times.  
· When you get your new puppy home, he will be a lil sad and missing his family.  Give him lots of attention & toys.  He may cry a bit, but he will be OK (don’t let him fool you!).  
· In the beginning you probably do not want to put any bedding in his crate, as he will probably pee on it.  You can put a towel or other item that is easily cleaned, just watch to make sure he is not chewing it up and do not leave anything that could be choked on in the crate (including any stuffed toys) 
· Offer him clean water in a stainless steel bowl in the same place at all times.  When he is in his crate he does not need water. 
· Offering a frozen kong treat can help with the crate time.  I use a kong filled with canidae, then topped off with Peanut Butter (any brand) and cream cheese.  Then freeze it over night.  
· Only bathe your puppy when needed, you can use regular human Johnsons & Johnsons baby shampoo. As an adult I recommend Malesab shampoo exclusively, but again, only bathe as needed (2-3 times a year).  Excessive bathing causes the oils in the skin to break down. 
· Feel free to supplement with fish oil tabs (human grade) or Coconut Oil if you see any imperfections in the coat.

· Clean puppy wrinkles with a wash cloth and Johnsons & Johnsons baby shampoo as  needed, weekly should suffice.  If staining gets bad, you can use desitin to help dry the area, just be careful not to get it in their eyes or mouth (it is toxic). 
· Use a Dremel weekly to trim nails.  Use this time to check ears for any debris, clean with cotton balls or q-tips (do not go IN the ear).  
· Wipe bums & tail area with baby wipes as needed.  If tail pocket gets irritated you can use Vaseline or Desitin. 
· If nose gets dry, use Vaseline daily until it is back to the usual moist.
· Dry, tacky or white gums are a BAD sign!!!!  Go to VETS ASAP!
· Bulldogs cannot take excessive heat or exercise, keep them indoors with the AC on in the summer.
· Bulldogs like to sunbathe and are not always the best at finding shade when needed, do not allow them to get too hot sun bathing, MAKE them come in.
· Bulldogs are stubborn, do not let them push you around, make sure they understand that you are Alpha (boss). You do this by being consistent & setting boundaries.  
